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(57) ABSTRACT

Embodiments include a method, system, and computer
program product for allocating data to storage in a network.
A data item accessed by a server in the network is identified.
A controller classifies the identified data item based on at
least one of: a frequency of access requests for the data item
by the server and an access time associated with providing
the data item to the server once the server requests the data
item. A memory of a switch in the network is selected for
storing the data item based on the classification of the data
item. The controller causes the data item to be stored in the
memory of the switch, from which the data item is accessed
by the server upon request.

7 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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1
SWITCH-BASED DATA TIERING

BACKGROUND

The present invention relates generally to computing
technology, and more specifically, to data storage in a
network.

Data centers may be configured to process large amounts
or volumes of data. For example, a server may be coupled
to a node or queue that may store data that is needed as part
of the processing. The data stored in the node may be “hot”
or “super-hot” data, which may be data needed by the server
frequently and with short access times in order for the server
to carry out all the tasks and functions allocated to it. In this
respect, the node may serve as a cache for server data.
Conversely, data that is not needed as frequently or that is
not needed as quickly by the server (so-called “cold” data)
may be stored at a remote location from the server.

In the context of processing data, issues associated with
the availability of the data may serve as a bottleneck to
network performance. For example, where a rate of requests
or tasks received by the server is high, it is impractical to
service those requests from the node/cache without degrad-
ing performance.

SUMMARY

Embodiments include a method, system, and computer
program product for allocating data to storage in a network.
A data item accessed by a server in the network is identified.
A controller classifies the identified data item based on at
least one of: a frequency of access requests for the data item
by the server and an access time associated with providing
the data item to the server once the server requests the data
item. A memory of a switch in the network is selected for
storing the data item based on the classification of the data
item. The controller causes the data item to be stored in the
memory of the switch, from which the data item is accessed
by the server upon request.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

The subject matter which is regarded as embodiments is
particularly pointed out and distinctly claimed in the claims
at the conclusion of the specification. The forgoing and other
features, and advantages of the embodiments are apparent
from the following detailed description taken in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 depicts a computing system environment in accor-
dance with an embodiment;

FIG. 2 depicts a process tlow for processing a workload
in accordance with an embodiment; and

FIG. 3 depicts a computing system environment in accor-
dance with an embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In accordance with one or more embodiments, systems,
apparatuses, and methods are described that store frequently
accessed data in a memory tier of a network switch (e.g., a
Layer 2 or 3 network switch). The memory tier in the
network switch is managed and controlled by a controller in
coordination with a multi-tier storage access system. The
controller identifies frequently accessed data, selects
switches in which to store the data, and coordinates with
other controllers of a network. The data stored in the
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2

network switch is unique in the sense that it is the only
instance of the data available. In other words, the data stored
in the network switch is not simply being used as a backup
or copy of data that is stored at another location.

Turning now to FIG. 1, a computing system 100 is
generally shown. The system 100 may be associated with
one or more networks, such as a data network 102, a
management network 104, etc. The networks may be
coupled to one another.

The system 100 may include a number of different types
of computing devices. For purposes of illustrative simplicity
and ease of explanation, the system 100 is shown as includ-
ing a number of servers 114 and a number of switches 122.
Each of the servers 114 may be associated with, or coupled
to, one or more nodes 128. The nodes 128 may function as
a cache for storage of data for the server 114.

In some embodiments, the switches 122 may be coupled
to one another. For example, data may traverse one or more
switches 122, and potentially one or more of the servers 114,
as part of a multi-hop path. The switches 122 may be
software-defined network (SDN) enabled switches that may
support one or more programmable functions or configura-
tions.

A switch 122 may include a memory 136. The memory
136 may be used to store data. In some instances, as
described further below, data associated with a server 114
may be stored in the memory 136, potentially as opposed to
storing such data into a node 128 associated with the server
114.

The system 100 may include additional storage devices,
such as hard drive(s) 156. In some embodiments, the hard
drive(s) 156 may be used to store “cold” data with respect
to the servers 114. The nodes 128 may be used to store “hot”
data with respect to the servers 114. The memory 136 of the
switches 122 may be used to store “super-hot” data with
respect to the servers 114.

The terms “cold”, “hot”, and “super-hot” are associated
with a temperature rating scale, and merely represent one
technique for classifying data based on frequency of access
and the time required to access the data. Any other type of
classification technique may be used. For example, a
numeric rating scale may be used where, e.g., a “10”
represents data that needs to be frequently accessed and
within a short access time, and a “1” represents data that is
infrequently accessed and the access time can be relatively
large.

The management network 104 may include a controller
164. The controller 164 may correspond to, or be located on
a server (e.g., a server 114). The controller 164 may be
coupled to the switches 122 via one or more links (e.g.,
secure communication links). The controller 164 may be
responsible for classifying a given piece or item of data in
accordance with a selected classification technique. In this
respect, the controller 164 may manage the allocation of data
amongst storage (e.g., node 128, memory 136, and hard
drive(s) 156) available in the system.

While a single controller 164 is shown in FIG. 1, in some
embodiments multiple controllers 164 may be used. The
controllers 164 may communicate amongst one another in
order to share in the task/burden of managing the network
102.

Turning to FIG. 2, a flow chart of a method 200 is shown.
The method 200 may be executed by one or more systems,
devices, or components, such as those described herein. The
method 200 may be used to allocate data needed by a server
to one or more storage devices.
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Inblock 202, a piece or item of data may be identified. For
example, the data may be identified based on one or more
tags. Bach tag may be unique, such that a first item of data
may be distinguished from other items of data in a given
network or system.

In block 204, the data item of block 202 may be classified
into one or more classes. The classification may be based on
how frequently (or infrequently) the data item is needed. The
classification may be based on how quickly (or slowly) the
data item needs to be available to the server once the server
requests the data item.

In block 206, a storage device for storing the data item
may be selected. The selection of the storage device may be
based on the classification of block 204.

In block 208, the data item may be stored to the storage
device selected in block 206.

The method 200 is illustrative. In some embodiments, one
or more of the blocks, or a portion thereof, may be optional.
In some embodiments, additional blocks or operations not
shown may be included. In some embodiments, the blocks
may execute in an order or sequence that is different from
what is shown in FIG. 2.

The method 200 may be executed more than once for a
given data item. For example, the method 200 may be
executed periodically to account for changes in system
behavior over time. Thus a data item classified as, e.g.,
“super-hot” may be stored in a first storage device at a first
instant in time may be (re-)classified as “hot” at a second
instant in time. The re-classification of the data item may
cause the data item to be stored in a different storage device
(e.g., a second storage device) at the second instant in time;
memory cells of the first storage device associated with the
data item may be freed at that point, which may allow the
memory cells to be over-written.

Referring to FIG. 3, an exemplary computing system 300
is shown. The system 300 is shown as including a memory
302. The memory 302 may store executable instructions.
The executable instructions may be stored or organized in
any manner and at any level of abstraction, such as in
connection with one or more applications, processes, rou-
tines, methods, etc. As an example, at least a portion of the
instructions are shown in FIG. 3 as being associated with a
first program 304a and a second program 3045.

The instructions stored in the memory 302 may be
executed by one or more processors, such as a processor
306. The processor 306 may be coupled to one or more
input/output (I/O) devices 308. In some embodiments, the
1/0 device(s) 308 may include one or more of a keyboard or
keypad, a touchscreen or touch panel, a display screen, a
microphone, a speaker, a mouse, a button, a remote control,
a joystick, a printer, etc. The I/O device(s) 308 may be
configured to provide an interface to allow a user to interact
with the system 300.

The processor 306 may include one or more hard drives
310. The hard drives 310 may be used to store data.

The system 300 is illustrative. In some embodiments, one
or more of the entities may be optional. In some embodi-
ments, additional entities not shown may be included. For
example, in some embodiments the system 300 may be
associated with one or more networks. In some embodi-
ments, the entities may be arranged or organized in a manner
different from what is shown in FIG. 3. In some embodi-
ments, at least a portion of the system 300 may be associated
with a computing device, such as a controller or a server.

Aspects of the disclosure may be applied in connection
with one or more environments. For example, aspects of the
disclosure may be used in connection with NoSQL systems
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and databases. NoSQL systems may be referred to as “Not
only SQL” to emphasize that they may allow SQL-like
query languages to be used.

Technical effects and benefits include an ability to maxi-
mize network performance and reliability by increasing
storage device availability for data that is frequently
accessed or that is needed within a short access time. This
additional storage may already be present in a conventional
network and might not require additional, dedicated storage.
Memory available in a switch may be used to store “super-
hot” data, which may allow an application or program to
classify a greater amount of data as “super-hot” relative to
conventional techniques. Accordingly, server throughput
may be maximized as a result of a reduction in data access
time.

As will be appreciated by one of average skill in the art,
aspects of embodiments may be embodied as a system,
method or computer program product. Accordingly, aspects
of embodiments may take the form of an entirely hardware
embodiment, an entirely software embodiment (including
firmware, resident software, micro-code, etc.) or an embodi-
ment combining software and hardware aspects that may all
generally be referred to herein as, for example, a “circuit,”
“module” or “system.” Furthermore, aspects of embodi-
ments may take the form of a computer program product
embodied in one or more computer readable storage
device(s) having computer readable program code embodied
thereon.

One or more of the capabilities of embodiments can be
implemented in software, firmware, hardware, or some
combination thereof. Further, one or more of the capabilities
can be emulated.

An embodiment may be a computer program product for
enabling processor circuits to perform elements of the
invention, the computer program product comprising a
computer readable storage medium readable by a processing
circuit and storing instructions for execution by the process-
ing circuit for performing a method.

The computer readable storage medium (or media), being
a tangible, non-transitory, storage medium having instruc-
tions recorded thereon for causing a processor circuit to
perform a method. The “computer readable storage
medium” being non-transitory at least because once the
instructions are recorded on the medium, the recorded
instructions can be subsequently read one or more times by
the processor circuit at times that are independent of the time
of recording. The “computer readable storage media” being
non-transitory including devices that retain recorded infor-
mation only while powered (volatile devices) and devices
that retain recorded information independently of being
powered (non-volatile devices). An example, non-exhaus-
tive list of “non-transitory storage media” includes, but is
not limited to, for example: a semi-conductor storage device
comprising, for example, a memory array such as a RAM or
a memory circuit such as latch having instructions recorded
thereon; a mechanically encoded device such as punch-cards
or raised structures in a groove having instructions recorded
thereon; an optically readable device such as a CD or DVD
having instructions recorded thereon; and a magnetic
encoded device such as a magnetic tape or a magnetic disk
having instructions recorded thereon.

A non-exhaustive list of examples of computer readable
storage medium include the following: a portable computer
diskette, a hard disk, a random access memory (RAM), a
read-only memory (ROM), an erasable programmable read-
only memory (EPROM or Flash memory), a portable com-
pact disc read-only memory (CD-ROM).-Program code can



US 9,444,890 B2

5

be distributed to respective computing/processing devices
from an external computer or external storage device via a
network, for example, the Internet, a local area network,
wide area network and/or wireless network. The network
may comprise copper transmission cables, optical transmis-
sion fibers, wireless transmission, routers, firewalls,
switches, gateway computers and/or edge servers. A network
adapter card or network interface card in each computing/
processing device receives a program from the network and
forwards the program for storage in a computer-readable
storage device within the respective computing/processing
device.

Computer program instructions for carrying out opera-
tions for aspects of embodiments may be for example
assembler code, machine code, microcode or either source
or object code written in any combination of one or more
programming languages, including an object oriented pro-
gramming language such as Java, Smalltalk, C++ or the like
and conventional procedural programming languages, such
as the “C” programming language or similar programming
languages. The program code may execute entirely on the
user’s computer, partly on the user’s computer, as a stand-
alone software package, partly on the user’s computer and
partly on a remote computer or entirely on the remote
computer or server. In the latter scenario, the remote com-
puter may be connected to the user’s computer through any
type of network, including a local area network (LAN) or a
wide area network (WAN), or the connection may be made
to an external computer (for example, through the Internet
using an Internet Service Provider).

Aspects of embodiments are described below with refer-
ence to flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams of
methods, apparatus (systems) and computer program prod-
ucts according to embodiments of the invention. It will be
understood that each block of the flowchart illustrations
and/or block diagrams, and combinations of blocks in the
flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams, can be imple-
mented by computer program instructions.

These computer program instructions may be provided to
a processor of a general purpose computer, special purpose
computer, or other programmable data processing apparatus
to produce a machine, such that the instructions, which
execute via the processor of the computer or other program-
mable data processing apparatus, create means for imple-
menting the functions/acts specified in the flowchart and/or
block diagram block or blocks. These computer program
instructions may also be stored in a computer readable
storage medium that can direct a computer, other program-
mable data processing apparatus, or other devices to func-
tion in a particular.

The computer program instructions may also be loaded
onto a computer, other programmable data processing appa-
ratus, or other devices to cause a series of operational steps
to be performed on the computer, other programmable
apparatus or other devices to produce a computer imple-
mented process such that the instructions which execute on
the computer or other programmable apparatus provide
processes for implementing the functions/acts specified in
the flowchart and/or block diagram block or blocks.

The flowchart and block diagrams in the Figures illustrate
the architecture, functionality, and operation of possible
implementations of systems, methods and computer pro-
gram products according to various embodiments. In this
regard, each block in the flowchart or block diagrams may
represent a module, segment, or portion of code, which
comprises one or more executable instructions for imple-
menting the specified logical function(s). It should also be
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noted that, in some alternative implementations, the func-
tions noted in the block may occur out of the order noted in
the figures. For example, two blocks shown in succession
may, in fact, be executed substantially concurrently, or the
blocks may sometimes be executed in the reverse order,
depending upon the functionality involved. It will also be
noted that each block of the block diagrams and/or flowchart
illustration, and combinations of blocks in the block dia-
grams and/or flowchart illustration, can be implemented by
special purpose hardware-based systems that perform the
specified functions or acts, or combinations of special pur-
pose hardware and computer instructions.

What is claimed is:

1. A computer program product, the computer program
product comprising a non-transitory computer readable stor-
age medium having program instructions for allocating data
to storage in a network embodied therewith, the program
instructions executable by a processor to cause the processor
to perform:

identifying a data item accessed by a server in the network

to produce an identified data item;

classifying the identified data item on a temperature rating

scale and a numeric rating scale,
wherein both of the temperature rating scale and the numeric
rating scale are based on a frequency of access requests for
the identified data item by the server and based on a data
access time associated with providing the identified data
item to the server,

wherein the frequency of access requests is a number of

requests within a time period,

wherein the data access time is a duration of time to

provide the identified data item in response to an access
request from the server, and
wherein the classifying of the identified data is based on how
frequently the identified data item is needed and based on
how quickly the identified data item needs to be available to
the server once the server requests the identified data item;
selecting a memory of a switch in the network for storing
the identified data item based on the classifying of the
identified data item;

maximizing performance and reliability of the network by

storing the identified data item in the memory of the
switch to reduce a data access time of the identified data
time in response to a subsequent access request from
the server;

re-classifying the identified data item during a subsequent

execution of the program instructions to account for
changes in network behavior over time,

wherein the re-classifying based on both of the tempera-

ture rating scale and the numeric rating scale;
causing the identified data item to be stored in a second
memory in response to the re-classifying; and

freeing memory cells associated with the identified data

item in the memory of the switch based on the re-
classifying,

wherein the switch is a layer 2 or 3 network switch.

2. The computer program product of claim 1, wherein the
program instructions are further executable by the processor
to cause the processor to perform:

causing the processor to identify the data item using a tag

that distinguishes the data item from other data items in
the network.

3. The computer program product of claim 1, wherein the
network is associated with a NoSQL database.

4. The computer program product of claim 1, wherein the
switch is a software-defined network (SDN) enabled switch.
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5. A computer system, comprising:

a server; and

a controller comprising a processor and a memory storing
program instructions for allocating data to storage in a
network thereon, the program instructions executable
by the processor to cause the computer system to
perform:

identifying a data item accessed by the server to produce
an identified data item;

classifying the identified data item on a temperature rating
scale and a numeric rating scale,

wherein both of the temperature rating scale and the
numeric rating scale are based on a frequency of access
requests for the identified data item by the server and a
data access time associated with providing the identi-
fied data item to the server,

wherein the frequency of access requests is a number of
requests within a time period,

wherein the data access time is a duration of time to
provide the identified data item in response to an access
request from the server, and

wherein the classifying of the identified data is based on
how frequently the identified data item is needed and
based on how quickly the identified data item needs to
be available to the server once the server requests the
identified data item;

selecting a first memory of a switch in the network for
storing the identified data item based on the classitying
of the data item;

maximizing performance and reliability of the network by
storing the identified data item in the first memory of
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the switch to reduce a data access time of the identified
data time in response to a subsequent access request
from the server;

re-classifying the identified data item during a subsequent
execution of the program instructions to account for
changes in network behavior over time,

wherein the re-classifying based on both of the tempera-
ture rating scale and the numeric rating scale;

causing the identified data item to be stored in a second
memory in response to the re-classifying; and

freeing memory cells associated with the identified data
item in the first memory of the switch based on the
re-classifying,

wherein the switch is a layer 2 or 3 network switch.

6. The computer system of claim 5, comprising: a node

coupled to the server;

the program instructions are further executable by the
processor to cause the computer system to perform:

identifying a second data item accessed by the server to
produce a identified second data item:

classifying the identified second data item based on a
temperature rating scale or and a numeric rating scale
selecting the node for storing the identified second data
item based on the classifying of the identified second
data item; and

further maximizing the performance and the reliability of
the network by storing the identified second data item
in the node to reduce a data access time of the identified
second data time.

7. The computer system of claim 6, wherein the classifi-

cation of the data item is different from the classification of
the second data item.
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